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Tue profession of medicine is singularly situated. When differences 
occur among its members, there is no power to settle and adjudicate them 
finally. In all other professions disputation is allowed, until decision is 
made, and then its voice is hushed; whilst in medicine cavilling is end- 
less, and old and apparently exploded notions are again and ayain, like 
unquiet spirits, aroused from the tombs of the past, and there is no priest- 
hood found in the profession to exorcise them. Medicine is a true de- 
mocracy, for all stand upon equal ground ; and the only controlling power 
is public opinion of the profession, the union of the mass in condemnation 
of the individual. The body of the profession being the only tribunal, 
the opinions and practice of its members must be amenable to their praise 
or censure. ‘The moment these are laid before the profession, they be- 
come fair subjects of criticism and debate. If it were otherwise, danger- 
ous opinions might exert an unfortunate influence, and valuable ones not be 
sufficiently pressed. We despise that spirit of fault-finding, that sees no 
good in anything; but justice requires that we should openly condemn 
what our judgment disapproves. 

In the case of our late President, the object was so distinguished, and 
his life so important, that all eyes were turned with intense interest to Its 
medical attendants ; they were viewed as holding a public trust of the 
dearest character, and should be held answerable to the enlightened of the 
profession for the proper performance of that trust, according to the ap- 
proved practice of the profession—as we would hold a public officer re- 
sponsible for the performance of his duty, according to the settled princi- 
ples of the public good and political economy. In this light, and_inas- 
much as they have published a report of the case, making it the property 
of the profession, we exercise the right, as a humble member, to no- 
lice it. 

On the 26th of March, the report states, the attendant physician was 
first called to see the President, and found him “slightly ailing, although | 
not confined to his room.” He complained of having been slightly n- 
disposed for some days, which he attributed to fatigue and anxiety of 
mind. He had not sent for him to advise, but to inform him of some pe- 
culiarities of constitution; that he was subject to neuralgia, ‘and ha 

n dyspeptic, but avoided it of late by attention to diet ; “ that*when sick 
e always required a very stimulating practice,” &c, General advice was 
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given, but no medicine. On Saturday, the 27th, at 1, P. M., he was 
. suddenly called to see the President. “ Found him in bed ;” he told 
him that “he had been attacked an hour and a half previously with a se- 
vere chill.” He “ prescribed the ordinary remedies, such as mustard to 
the stomach, heat to the extremities, additional bed-clothing and warm 
drinks. The re-action was slight, and perspiration readily induced by a 
gentle diaphoretic draught, tartar emetic, with the spts. Mindereri and di- 
luents.” “ At 5, P. M. his condition much improved, his skin warm and 
moist, his thirst allayed ; said he was satisfied he should have a good 
night, and be well in the morning; his pulse was soft, about 75; com- 
plained only of slight pain over the right eye, which he considered neu- 
ralgic,” and for which he declined any remedy. ‘“ His tongue being 
slightly furred, and his bowels not having been moved for two days,” he 
prescribed “ R. Mass hydrarg. gr. x.; ext. col. comp. grs. iil, M. Ft. 
pil. iii. ; this being a medicine which he stated always acted kindly.” 
Sunday, March 28th, at 4, A. M., he was summoned to visit the Presi- 
dent ; “ found that about 12 at night he had been seized with a violent 
pain over the right brow, and in his right side, from which he still con- 
tinued to suffer; the pains were intermittent, equally increased by deep 
inspiration and motion, but not by pressure ; contrary to his expectation 
he had slept but little during the night, none since the onset of the pain ; 
he complained of thirst ; his tongue was dry ; his mouth clammy ; his 
skm warm and moist; pulse 80, and soft; occasionally great nausea. 
He attributed his pain to the want of an operation from his bowels, which 
were uneasy. I ordered enemata, sinapisms, with warmth to the part 
affected, and gave him a Siedlitz powder. Half past 8—more easy ; 
bowels had been gently moved by the enemata. ‘Ten o'clock, finding 
the bowels not sufficiently moved by the injection, which caused sinall, 
dark, offensive, fluid evacuations, ordered one of the following pills to be 
‘given every two hours: R. Hydrarg. chlorid. mit., gr. xij.; pulv. rhei, 
gr. Xv.; camphore, gr. vi. M. Ft. pil. No. vi.; and left directions to 
have cups freely applied to the side, should the pain return in my absence. 
Upon visiting the President, received the following report. At half 
past 11 he was very restless ; objected to all local applications to his side ; 
applied laudanum to the rectum to remove the unpleasant effects of the 
Injection; gave a pill at 12; pain being increased, at his request applied 
laudanum to the part; slight chilliness at half past 12, requiring warm 
applications to the extremities; at two gave the second pill, soon after 
which he had a dark, small, indurated passage similar to that of the 
morning. At half past 21 again saw him; his skin was warmer and 
drier than it had been; pulse somewhat accelerated ; his breathing more 
hurried ; tongue and fauces dry; thirst intense; face a little flushed. 
Upon examination was satisfied that the lower lobe of the right lung was 
the seat of pneumonia, complicated with congestion of the liver; but 
that the acute pain was neuralgic. Continued pills; had cups applied 
over the side affected ; Granville’s lotion to the spine and brow. He was 
relieved very much; although the quantity of blood taken by the cups 
was very small, he felt the effect of its loss, breaking out into a free per- 
Spiration, complaining of nausea, and a sense of faintness. It is proper 
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to state that my intention, after the examination, was to bleed from the 
arm; but, upon witnessing the effect that position had on his pulse, I pre- 
ferred the cups. ‘Three o’clock, applied a blister over the side, and gave 
20 gtts. of laudanum, with one of the pills. At 4, finding him much re- 
lieved by the Jaudanum, and not having yet procured a free evacuation, 
gave him five grains more of calomel, with ten gtts. of laudanum, which 
quieted his stomach, relieved his pain, and he fell into a calm sleep.” 

The attendant physician then meets Dr. May in consultation. On the 
29th, at 7, A. M., the President “somewhat disturbed in his breathing, 
with a slight dry cough ; had urinated freely, and passed several small, 
black, fuetid stools; had taken two of the pills, with three grains of calo- 
mel; and on account of his restlessness, three grains of Dover’s powder. 
At this time his pulse was 80, soft; skin warm and moist; slight dull pain 
in his side more permanent; the bowels not having been freely opened, 
ordered castor oil and demulcents.” At 2 o'clock, pulse 90; tongue 
brown and pointed; thirst great. Pill of calomel, gr. i.; ipecac. and 
puly. antimon. grs. 1i., ordered every two hours, with some drink and 
nourishment. At 8, P. M., no new symptom but the occurrence of 
pinkish mucus. ‘“ Ordered continuance of pills, with a blister over right 
hypochondriac, extending to the epigastric.” His bowels not having 
been moved at the next visit, the pills of calomel and ipecac. and rhubarb 
were renewed until they produced the desired effect, which debilitating him, 
and the evacuations being likely to continue, a quarter of a grain of opium 
and camphor were combined with them, a weak brandy-toddy allowed, 
and nourishment, with fomentations to the abdomen. Symptoms fa- 
vorable at the next visit; and wine whey and pills, and infusion of ser- 


On April Ist, incoherence and picking at the bed-clothe> having oc- 
curred, pulse SO and soft, other consulting physicians were added; and 
when his bowels had not been opened, the calomel, ipecac. and rhubarb 
pill was resorted to ; and when it had its effect and debilitated him, brandy- 
toddy, nourishment and broths were allowed. Expectoration of mucus 
tinged with blood occurred. Light opiates were occasionally combined ; 
and medicine occasionally discontinued, stimulants alone being given. 
The pulse, tongue and heat of the body advanced or receded at the dif- 
ferent visits. Camphorated mercurial ointment was rubbed over the blis- 
tered surface ; spt. Mindererus given, and the seneca and serpentaria infu- 
sion continued ; the treatment, to its fatal termination, being purely symp- 
tomatic and “pro re nata.’? Under this treatment the good man’s life 
wore on, with remissions and exacerbations, hope and subsequent depres- 
Sion, until life, like an expiring torch, flickered and ceased. 

In conclusion, the attendant physician observes—“ It will be seen that 
the disease was not viewed as a case of pure pneumonia ; but as this was 
the most palpable affection, the term pneumonia afforded a succinct and in- 
tellizible answer to the innumerable questions as to the nature of the at- 
tack. It was in fact one of our ordinary winter fevers of a low grade, of 
Which pneumonic inflammation, hepatic congestion, and gastro-intestin 
irritation, were the prominent traits. No one could be less prepared to 


resist such an attack’ than General Harrison. In early life his constitution 


as 


28 President Harrison’s last Illness. 


‘ had been impaired by hardships and exposure, and of late years by dyspep- 


sia and neuralyia ; exercise, regular hours, simple diet and mental quietude 
had preserved a frame, by no means robust, to a good old age.” The fa- 
tivue attendant on his inauguration, and his official duties subsequent thereto, 
with the constant interruption to which he was exposed, interfered, he 
thinks, with the healthful operations of his constitution. “ Not only his 
physical and mental energies were strained to the ‘utmost, but his feel- 
ings were often subjected to the severest trials. To counteract the inju- 
rious influence of such a mode of life, the greatest care and prudence would 
have scarcely sufficed, and unfortunately the President did not secure to 
himself the rest necessary to sustain his strength. He had scarcely en- 
joyed one night of comfortable repose since his inauguration, and even at 
his meals was not free from the distraction of company. Under these 
circumstances the fatal result of his disease was not so much a matter of 
surprise as of regret.” 

In taking a cursory view of this report, the first idea that presents itself 
is the evident yielding of the practitioner to the patient, as evinced in 
these expressions, that occur in the report—‘ that when sick, he always 
required a very stimulating practice ;” “ complained only of a slight pain 
over the right eye, which he considered neuralgic ; and which he thought, 
from his own experience, would subside in a few hours, and therefore de- 
clined using any remedy for it;” “ this being a medicine which. he stated 
always acted kindly ;” “he attributed his pain to the want of an opera- 
tion from his bowels,” &c. In fact, the subsequent treatinent is so much 
in accordance with these opinions of his constitutional peculiarities, that it 
has the appearance of being somewhat influenced by it. For ourselves, 


. in opposition to the maxim of “ every man his own physician or a fool 


at forty,” we hold that no one is a proper judye in his own Case. Incli- 
nation or prejudice, more ofien than reason, directs our judgment when 
applied to ourselves. ‘The very nature of the case produces the difficulty : 
internal impressions are subtle; too much or little importance is attached 
to them usually by the sufferer; alarm, the excitement of pain, and the 
consequent disturbance of mind, serve of themselves to unfit the patient 
for : pngeam of any species, much less to reason upon his own case. 
And even in « wider sense, his judgment of his constitutional habits and 
idiosyncrasies is not always to be trusted ; for that to “ know ourselves is 
the most difficult of all knowledge,”’ is equally the truth, applied to phy- 
siological as to intellectual phenomena. ‘The business of the physician 
is to judge, to decide, and then to act; and though he should avail him- 
self of all the information in the power of the patient to afford, and give 
it the consideration it is worth, his decision is arbitrary and final ; he is 
not bound to consult the wishes or suit his opinion to that of the patient; 
for if so, “ Othello’s occupation’s gone”—it is no longer the physician, 
but the patient, who practises. We should not have alluded to this, at 
such length, were we not convinced that it is too common a fault in the 
profession, and that popularity is often sought by it, at the expense of duty ; 
and for the more especial reason, that the physician attendant seems to 
state the fact “ that the President informed him he always required a very 

practice when sick,” thus early in the report, to prepare the 
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reader’s mind for the development of the report, and to show that he act 
ed by authority. 
In glancing the eye over the report, we cannot see the particular obj 

of the treatment, unless it was to affect the system with mercurials. 

if such were the case, it does not seem to have been consistently carried 
out; for they were discontinued occasionally, and not uniformly so com- 
bined, orin such quantities, as to have expedited that effect. It is pleasant, 
in the report of a case, to see some clear and well-defined idea in the re- 
porter’s mind of the exact character of the disease, and to find the treat- 
ment, subsequently pursued, possess fitness and purpose. This pleasure, 
which simulates medicine to the exact sciences, will be afforded to but 
few by the perusal of the report before us ; in vain will he turn over its 
pages to see why all that was done, was done, unless he be satisfied with 
the solution, that the comfort of the President, and the palliation of every 
unpleasant symptom that might occur, was alone the duty and purpose 
of the physician. Pills were given when the bowels had not been open- 
ed, and discontinued when they were. Brandy-toddy was given and 
nourishment when he felt debilitated by the action of the medicine, and 
dispensed with to resume the medicine, when sufficiently stimulated. 
Opium was given in homeeopathic doses when he was restless, or his 
operations too frequent, or he complained of pain, and laid aside for reme- 
dies that tended to arouse it again. In fact, the treatment seems to have 
had no decided character, to have been purely symptomatic, directed 
merely to the relief of the momentary difficulty, and not to the subjection 
of the disease; and this seems to have arisen from their fear of the age 
.of the patient, and that ancient bug-bear in the profession, debility. They 
were too solicitous about supporting the strength, and added fuel to the 
fire they were called to extinguish. The very name and character of the 
disease was a matter of doubt, apparently, until the report had been re- 
vised ; and on revision, so unsuited was the treatment to what is ordina- 
rily termed pneumonia, there was an absolute necessity for hauling down 
the standard under which he had fought, and rearing another, to come off 
with any show of honor. ist 

There is the most marked minuteness in certain portions of the report, 

particularly about details very unimportant, whilst the condition of the 
lungs is passed over with the simple expression, “on examination, was 
satisfied that the lower lobe of the right lung was the seat of pneumonia.” 
Nothing more is mentioned; the reasons of this opinion, the sounds. of 
the chest, other physical signs, and the progress of the affection in the 
lung, are not stated, the whole subject being passed aside, with the ex- 
ception of the occasional mention of the cough and expectoration. Such 
an oversight in the report scarcely accords with the enlightenment of the 
profession, or that scrupulous particularity in watching and noting the im- 
portant features of the disease, that the distinguished victim was entit 

to. “Itis proper to state,” he remarks (after having said the President 
was very much relieved; and though the quantity of blood taken by ~ 
cups was very sinall, he felt the effect of its loss, breaking out rage — 
perspiration, complaining of nausea and a sense of faintness), “ t t my 
intention, after the examination, was to bleed from the arm; but upoa 


* 


30 President Harrison’s last Illness. 


witnessing the effect that position had on his pulse, &c., I preferred the 
cups.” We can scarcely understand this ; he does not say what effect 
position had on his pulse, and gives asa reason for not carrying out his 
intention, at which the very phrase seems conscience-stricken, no reason 
at all, and a &c., unless we consider the last words of the sentence, “he 
preferred the cups,” as such. This case is an anomaly :—a very small 
quantity of blood, taken by cups, produced faintness and nausea in a full- 
grown person, free from nervous disability, when but an instant before, the 
physician felt authorized to take blood from the arm. We do not know 
whether cups have done more good or evil in the’ profession of m edi- 
cine ; time has been lost in their trial, and valuable and energetic means 
deferred till too late whilst trusting to their effect. The physician, to 
save himself the trouble of bleeding, or to quiet the patient who deems 
himself too weak to be blooded by the lancet, prescribes cups, when 
perhaps the control of the disease is lost by such a course. The profes- 
sion, however, seem generally to consider it as a fixed principle, that un- 
less in chronic cases, cups should not be used, or are not deemed effectual, 
until after depletion by the lancet. 

“The term pneumonia,” he remarks, ‘ was used because it afforded 
a succinct and intelligible answer to the numerous inquiries that were 
made ;”’ but from the report it will. be observed, it was not considered a 
case of pure pneumonia ; “it was in fact one of our ordinary winter fe- 
vers of a low grade, of which pneumonic inflammation, hepatic conyes- 
tion, and gastro-intestinal irritation, were the prominent traits.” An an- 
swer not in accordance with the fact, we should suppose, is neither suc- 
cinct nor intelligible, properly speaking ; it had the effect of misleading 
the profession, and justly gave rise to that dissatisfaction among its mem- 
bers that exhibited itself in a certain quarter. But although the treatment 
of the case was not such as is usually pursued in pneumonia, and its 
termination unlike its ordinary form, the change of its name seems rather 
an after-thought, and appears as a lame apology, a mere attempt to dis- 
arm criticism. ‘To our mind it was a case of insidious pneumonia ; the 
chill, the character of the cough and expectoration, the state of the 
pulse, &c., according to the attendant physician’s own account, with his 
location of the disease, are sufficient evidence of this. Instead of being 
In its origin a case of “ordinary winter fever of a low grade,” it was a 
violent inflammatory attack, allowed to rage unchecked in one of the 
viscera most important to life, until nature, exhausted, sank into the low 
grade of fever, for the occurrence of which no necessity, in all human 
probability, existed, had timely and active measures been used, instead of 
cups, mustard plasters, and a Seidlitz powder. The termination of pneu- 
monia in such a form, under such circumstances, is no novelty ; and 
hence the variety of the disease, termed pneumonia typhoides. The 
nursing we cannot object to, for nothing else does it appear; but cer- 
tainly it was beneath the dignity of the profession to have employed their 
talents and attention in those minor offices, which might as well have 
been attended to by less aspiring and cultivated minds. 
_A popular author describes pneumonia thus :—‘ Like other acute affec- 
tions, it commences with shivering, followed by a hot stage, which is in 
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general pretty violent, unless in congestive inflammation, when coldness 
predominates. Pain is not a well-marked symptom in inflammation of 
the substance of the lungs; the patient complains rather of a tightness in 
the thorax ; when pain exists, it is in general dull, instead of sharp. The 
cough is dry at the commencement, and continues very distressing and 
obstinate ; the expectoration is scanty, viscid, and discolored from an ad- 
mixture of blood. ‘The pulse is variable in many respects, and practi- 
tioners should be very wary in depending upon it in the confident manner 
so generally followed, and more particularly in pneumonia, which I have 
known to go on rapidly to fatal termination, the pulse never exceeding 
the natural standard. With respect to the heat of skin, [ have similar re- 
marks to make, for although in many cases it may be hot and dry, yet in 
others it is below the natural standard. The tongue soon, in the course 
of this disease, becomes parched and dark colored; a dry, glossy tongue 
is always a bad symptom. In very severe forms of pneumonia, particu- 
larly when an extensive portion of the lungs is inflamed, and when effu- 
sion into the air-passages exists, or in cases accompanied by local conges- 
tion, the powers of life quickly give way, accompanied by symptoms 
usually denominated typhoid. In truth, this form of the disease has ob- 
tained the name of pneumonia typhoides. I object to the adjunct ty- 
phoides, as expressing erroneous ideas of the pathological condition of the 

dy. Remissions of the complaint sometimes take place, and it is too 
much the custom at such times, either to omit the necessary remedies, or 
to be too solicitous about supporting the strength. ‘The only certain test 
of pneumonia is that derived by auscultation.” Under the head of treat- 
ment, he says, “ the lancet is to be used freely. Even on this side of the 
Channel, bleeding is not always followed out as it ought to be ;” nor on 
this side of the Atlantic, we should say. “I am persuaded, from expe- 
rience in treating this disease, and examinations after death, that much 
more mischief is done by bleeding too little, than by bleeding too much.” 

In comparing the case of the President, as given by the reporter, with 
this account of pneumonia taken at random, there is a strong similarity, 
though that case was one of “ordinary winter fever of a low grade.” 
But in comparing the treatment, we find them diverse as the poles. He 
attributes the ill success of the French in violent cases of: pneumonia, to 
their “ milk and water practice.” This epithet, we fear, will be stamped on 
the report before us. The attendant physician, by way of apology, appa- 
rently, for the fatal termination of the case, informs us that the greatest pru- 
dence had scarcely preserved to a good old age, a constitution by no means 
robust, and shattered by early hardships and disease, and that the fatigue 


prior and subsequent to the inauguration, and the continual interruption 


to which he was subjected, rendered the termination of his disease rather 
a subject of regret than surprise. ‘This may serve to satisfy his mind, but 
not ours, for we differ as to the facts. Who that saw his manly carnage, his 
rich color, and was acquainted with his frugal and active habits ; who that 
listened to his full, strong voice, even after protracted effort, or beheld his 


hale old age, would have supposed him the worn-out, broken-down being, 


weak and decrepid, that is here depicted? From appearances and facts, 
one would, on the contrary, have adjudged him a constitution like an 
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oak, over whose head many storms and- winters had passed, but still 
standing proudly erect, strong and unscathed. Such was the opinion 
even of his enemies, who saw and heard him; and the contrary was de- 
nounced as a political caluinny, that died away before the sight and 
knowledge of the man; and much do we regret to see it revived in this 
report, with an object apparently not more noble than its original one. 

In conclusion, we forbore, for ourselves, to form any opinion until the 
publication of this report ; to have done so, would have been unjust to the 
physicians who attended the President—in fact, equivalent to judging 
without the evidence before us. As we have stated, we deem it now as 
before the profession, and have exercised the right to notice it as a report 
and as a medical matter, without the slightest unkind feeling or personal 
thought as to those gentlemen. Our remarks may be too general, con- 
sidering the limited criticism and authorities to which we have referred, 
but are not meant as offensive. If the report be defended, we shall feel 
ourselves bound to answer to the best of our ability and information ; 
and if in error and convinced, will most freely confess it. We may be 
wrong, and ignorance and presumption may have led us into error; but we 
have given our opinion candidly, and justly, for what it is worth. ‘To be 
corrected in it, will be a source of pleasure, rather than morti‘ication. — 
Truth can only be discovered by the agitation of debate. 
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A LETTER ADDRESSED TO WM. INGALLS, JR., M.D., RESIDENT IN LAUREL HILL, WEST 
FELICIANA, LOUISIANA. |. 


(Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Boston. August 6th, 1841. 
My Dear Doctor,—It is announced in the public prints, that the yel- 
low fever is prevalent in Havana ; and, as at former periods, it is not im- 
possible it may make its appearance at New Orleans ; and having been 
informed last summer, by your friend, Mr. Barrow, that the last time the 
yellow fever prevailed at New Orleans, it extended as far as Bayou Sura, 
fifteen miles from the place where you reside, and that scarcely an indi- 
vidual attacked with this malady recovered, | am induced to submit for 
your consideration the mere outlines of the manner in which I treated 
the disease, supposed to be imported into this city in the ship Ten 
Brothers, in the summer of 1819. To effect this object as briefly as pos- 
sible, I shall relate the. history and treatmant of three of the worst cases 
that came under my care, which recovered. 

Case Ist—I was called at early dawn to visit E. Shattuck, a 
groser. The patient had been laboring under the disease about six hours. 
This was the most ardent case of fever 1 attended during the season. 
His eyes were bright and glistening, accompanied with a malignant and 
stern look ; the face flushed, and did not assume the indescribable aspect* 

* The appearance of the coun imi “ 


y extolled paintings by Henry Willi E in th of the Board of 
Health; or af the descript gs by y iams, Esq., in the room 
lation of the American Sydenkam” Pulse by Dr. Rush, justly entitled to the highly honorable spe 
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peculiar to the yellow fever in less ardent cases, until the yellow suffu- 
sion made its appearance ; the heat pungent and burning; the action 
of the heart—as indicated by the pulse—rapid, struggling and very 
irregular, imparting to the touch the sensation of fulness and hardness ; 
and the countenance expressive of great anxiety and distress; pains in 
the head, back and limbs; the tongue was thick, narrow and pointed, 
with the borders red. and a white fur in the centre. 

Treatment.—The first step taken was to shave the crown of the head; 
then the application of large linen cloths wet with cold water, fresh from 
the pump, was made to the head suddenly and repeatedly—this mode of 
applying cold water was substituted for affusion—until the violence of the 
action of the heart was, in some measure, abated, when a vesicatory was 
applied. After the application of cold water, an emetic, composed of 
six grains of tartrate of antimony, was given, which continued to operate 
copiously for about four hours ; in this—and in most instances—accom- 
panied with dejections. The stools and the matter ejected from the sto- 
mach were bilious. As soon as the vomiting ceased, the patient was or- 
dered to make use of, for his common drink, an infusion of one ounce of 
the leaves of senna, and an equal quantity of balm* (melissa officinalis 
herba), in a quart of water. ‘The infusion was continued until the dis- 
charges became smal] and assumed a brown color. At this period, which 
may be considered as the termination of the first, stage, a remission took 
place, that lasted several hours, when the fever returned with aggravated 
force. 

During the remission the patient was allowed to sit in a chair, until he 
took a cup of tea; and his bed-clothes and bedding, if necessary, were 
changed. The remission of the fever; the corresponding subsidence of 
its symptoms ; and the consequent tranquillity experienced by the patient, 
were so great as would be likely to deceive the unwary practitioner. 
These flattering appearances were soon changed into symptoms of great 
severity and danger. In this instance a circumstance took place, which 
determined, with very considerable precision, the duration of the first 
stare. On the second day of my attendance, at 10 o'clock, there occurred 
a remission, which was announced by -hemorrhage froin the nose, amount- 
ing, according to my best judgment, to a gill. In about half an hour 
afterwards as much more blood was discharged. I saw the patient at 
early dawn, say 4 o'clock ; from this time to the time the epistaxis hap- 
pened was thirty hours; to this add the tiie at which we dated the at- 
tack, and it will make the duration of the first stage to be thirty-six hours, 

The second stage was ushered in by a tense, circumscribed, and exces- 
sively tender tumor in the epigastric region, and the return of pernicious 
dejections. 

Treatment.—To counteract the effects of these symptoms, a blistering 
plaster of four inches by five was applied, and the administration. @f the 
infusion of senna and balm resumed, and continued until the tenderness 
and tumefaction of the stomach subsided, when a slight remission followed. 

The third stage. —The prominent symptoms of the third stage were @ 
puffy or meteorismic inflation in the hypogastric region, easily compressi- 

_ "The balm is added to render the infusion more palatable. 
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ble—or, in other words, by no means tense—and but slightly tender when 
compressed ; a cessation of the pulse in the radial artery; a lividness 
commencing at the fingers and gradually extending upwards to a little 
above the wrists. and at the toes to a little above the ankles ; stomach ex- 
tremely irritable—rejecting instantly the least particle of liquid ; dejec- 
tions had ceased—the last were small and of a brown color; and the pa- 
tient lay motionless on his back. The lividity of the extremities remained 
more than twenty-four hours before it began to disappear; and it was 
nearly forty-eight hours before a slight fluttering in the pulse was per- 
ceived, or the stomach retained liquids. During the convalescence solid 
food was introduced with great caution. 

Case 2d.—August 29th, Mr. Kimball was taken. He resided in 
Liberty square. He had been engaged in collecting the “scrapings of 
the hold of the ship Ten Brothers, and was consequently exposed to the 
fomites of yellow fever. I visited him at noon, just after Mr. Meriam 
(who was attended by Dr. Mann, Surgeon in the U.S. Army), with 
whom he boarded, had expired. He had been indisposed several hours 
before I saw him. His symptoms at the onset and during the course of 
the disease were not of so high a grade as in the first case. A similar 
course of treatment was adopted, with the exception of the application 
of cold water and the vesicatory. ‘The duration of this stage was con- 
jectured to be about forty-two hours. 

The remission, which occurred on the morning of the 31st, lasted 
from six to eight hours. During this period he sat up in his chair some 
time, drank a cup of tea, had his bed made up afresh, and was perfectly 
tranquil till 4 o’clock, P. M., when 

The second stage, as was anticipated, commenced, attended with symp- 
toms similar to those in the first case; and, of course, a sitnilar mode of 
cure was pursued. 

The third stage presented the same phenomena as in the first case, 
and similar remedies were prescribed. It, perhaps, may be proper to ob- 
serve, in this case, that the irritability of the stomach was not so great, 
nor the cessation of the pulse of so long continuance, nor the lividity of 
the hands and feet of so deep a hue, as in the first and third cases. 

Case 3d.—Sept. 7th, 1819, J. W. was seized with the fever. The source 
whence the disease originated was not ascertained. His sister was previously 
attacked with the fever, of which she died. In Mr. W.’s case the several 
stages of the disease were as well marked as in the first case, and the same 
course of treatment was observed, with the exception of the application cf 
avesicatory tothe head. In the last stage, when the pulse had ceased to 
to throb, the hands and feet, were intensely livid a little above the wrists 
and ankles, and the stomach became excessively irritable ; abstinence 
from liquids was rigidly enjoined; on my evening visit, however, I found 
a large pitcher of water was placed ona chair by his bed-side. 1 expos- 
tulated with him and the family for the breach of my express command. 
His bed was placed in the centre of a large square room, for the purpose 
of rendering the advantage to be derived from ventilation more complete ; 
and, notwithstanding my positive injunction to abstain altogether from 
liquids, he took the pitcher and drank a large draught of cold water, 
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which was instantly rejected with such force as to strike the opposite 
wall; and notwithstanding my apprehensions, that this indiscretion would 
render the case desperate, nothing occurred to show that this act was at- 
tended with the slightest inconvenience. 

[To be continued.) 


MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL.—SURGICAL CASES TREATED 
BY S. D. TOWNSEND, M.D., SURGEON. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.} 


Tenotomy.—J. W., aged 35 years, entered the Hospital July 15th, with 
contracted knee. When five years of age was badly scalded, leaving an 
eschar extending from the nates on the right side, along the under and outer 
part of the limb, to the foot. Ever since the accident there has been an 
ulcer on the back of the leg, over the head of the fibula. About two years 
ago another ulcer broke out in the old cicatrix, since which time it has con- 
tinued to spread until it covered a space commencing six inclies below the 
trochanter in the direction of the biceps muscle, to about five inches be- 
low the knee. ‘The ulcer was offensive and ill-conditioned, with a raised 
and jagged edge. For the last six months the limb has been contracting, 
until it became fixed at a right angle, obliging him to resort to crutches. 
The knee-joint was not involved in the disease, as the limb could be fully 
flexed upon the thigh, but not extended beyond the right angle. Latterly 
his health and strength has failed him, and all attempts to heal the ulcer 
has been unsuccessful. He came to the Hospital with the intention of 
submitting to amputation if no relief could be afforded him, but the case 
did not seem to require so severe an alternative. If the ulceration which 
existed over the biceps muscle was kept up by the contraction of that 
of the opposite ham-strings, dividing the tendons would restore the limb 
to its normal position, and a healthy condition of the ulcer would proba- 
bly ensue. 

With this view of the case, on the 23d of July, I proceeded to the 
operation in the following manner: The patient was laid upon the ope- 
rating table upon his face, and extension of the limb kept up by an as- 
sistant. The thickened and ulcerated cellular substance was divided for 


_about an inch, until the tendon of the biceps was exposed, this was then 


divided, and it then became necessary to extend the incision two inches 
on the outside of the knee, through the hardened and contracted skin, 
which gave sensible relief to the limb. The popliteal nerve was now 
fully exposed. The tendons of the semi-tendinosus and membrinosus 
being the only obstacles remaining to full extension, were divided with 
the tenotome, by the subcutaneous method. Very little blood was lost 
during the operation, and no vessel required tying. The cavity made by the 
Operation was filled with scraped lint, and covered by a wet compress. 
He suffered much during the ensuing evening from spasmodic twitchings 
of the limb, and it was necessary to give a large opiate to quiet him. 
For a few days after the operation extension of the limb was attended 
with much pain, but was relieved by poultices and opiate fomentations. 
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On the 30th the wound began to granulate; the ulcer continued sta- 
tionary. To the latter the nitrate of silver was applied, and subsequently 
the caustic potash, under which treatment it now (August 10) presents a 
more healthy aspect, while the limb is extended with ease, with a fair 
prospect of being ultimately useful. 
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YELLOW FEVER AT NEW ORLEANS AND HAVANA. 


Since the reference which was made last week to this disease, informa- 
tion has been received that several cases have occurred at New Orleans, 
attended with a fatal termination in one or two instances; but at the Cha- 
rity Hospital not a patient had been received with it. At Havana the 
yellow tever is frightfully rife in the shipping. Scarcely a vessel arrives 
from that port that does not report the melancholy loss of several of the 
crew by it, and at the latest date nine American vessels were lying there 
without a man aboard. A sad catalogue of deaths may be anticipated at 
both places, before that scourge of tropical climates has expended its 

strength. 


Report of the Treatment of the late President Harrison.—A communi- 
cation appears in the Journal to-day, that will be regarded with attention, 
it is apprehended by practitioners generally. The circumstance of re- 
ceiving the manuscript brings to mind an inquiry made some time since by 
an intelligent gentleman, whether the attending physician’s account of the 
manner of treating the disease of which General Harrison died, was drawn 
up by himself? Now it cannot very weil be concealed, since rumor has 
taken control of the story, that very many conceive that the seientific super- 
vision of a medical gentleman in Philadelphia was thought quite necessary 
to give completeness to a report, which had been rowghed out at Wash- 
ington, but was thus finished according to modern requirements of litera- 
ture and science. Some people, it is weil known, are not satisfied with 
relating a discreditable fact, without giving it some important additions 
which might not be improbable: hence the suggestion that the prescrip- 
tions in the medical report were constructed cautiously, under the vigilant 
supervision of a scholar, some time after the death of the illustrious pa- 
tient. If we could ascertain the truth of the matter, it would be exceedingly 
gratifying. Not knowing, with certainty, whether envy or ignorance is at 
the bottom of these reports, a hope is entertained that those who can, will, 
clear up the mist that now envelopes a matter in which the whole profes- 
sion feels an interest. 


Southern Botanical Medical Journal.—A new semi-monthly, in double 
large-sized octavo columns, has just commenced existence at Forsyth, 
Geo., under the editorial direction of the faculty of the Southern Botani- 
co-Medical College, a newly incorporated, mongrel institution, located in 
that place. No. 2, the only one in the series that we have seen, shows 


‘ 
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no little intellectual poverty, though not quite equal in this respect to some 
of its botanical cotemporaries. For example, there is one long article on 
the discoveries of Baron Haller, who died before any of the present gene- 
ration were born. The recent discovery of the circulation of the blood, 
by one Dr. Hervey, of England ought to be in type forthe next No. Next 
follows that old sing-song Jeremiad—the burden of medicine mongers 
—zmineral poisons. A sticky comment on Burgundy Pitch, together with 
alight paper on dutter-fly weed, and a soporific dissertation on goose grass, 
are the other prominent papers. One of the elite of the reform school, 
Dr. Wm. H. Fonerden, a professor of botanical theory and practice, has 
sadly betrayed the interests and dignity of the new College, for which he 
has been expelled, post haste, and to finish him, the Masonic Lodge, No. 
18, of Georgia, exnunged hin also. The Journal is behind the age, all of 
two hundred years. Jf the faculty who are entrusted with its interests 
can make no better show of talents than this specimen exhibits. they had 
better dabble in something less adhesive than Burgundy pitch, which is 
bad stuff to meddle with in dog-days. 


Plague and Smallpox.—The plague, which is continually sweeping off 
multitudes of human beings in some part of the Eastern world, after hav- 


* ing expended its force of late in Aléxandria, was abating at the last dates, 


At Cairo, thirty deaths a day had suddenly risen to sixty-five ; and yet 
medical amateurs talk about the non-contagiousness of plague. as speech- 
makers in the Massachusetts Legislature did of smallpox, a few years 
since—making it out clearly, to the comprehension of the General Court, 
that it was real sport to have the smallpox,it was so much milder than 
moonshine. Still. in the face and eyes of such conclusive forensic rea- 
soning as characterised that particular session, when certain old health 
laws, as they were called, underwent some beautiful modernising pro- 
cesses, as the spirit of the age required, the smallpox has not failed from 
that day forth, in this same Commonwealth, to carry more peop!e to the 
grave in six months, than in the old, but unpopular, regeme, would have 
died by it in three years. 


Superintendent of the New Hampshire Hospital for the Insane.—Geo. 
Chandler, M.D., for many years assistant physician in the Lunatic Hos- 
pital at Worcester, has been appointed Superintendent of the new Institu- 
tion in New Hampshire. We have a distinct recollection of hearing Dr. 
Woodward speak of this gentleman as admirably fitted by nature .and 
education fora situation like the one to which he has been elected. Work- 
men are busily engaged on the new building for the N. Hampshire Insti- 
tution, which is pleasantly situated ig Concord. 


Animal Magnetism in Salem.—Notwithstanding the unenviable noto- 
riety of the Collyer farce in Boston, Salem, only fourteen miles distant, is 
represented to be solemnly impressed with the mighty claims of the 
wizard. Worse than allgwe hear that gentlemen of respectability are ac- 


tually disgracing themselves by being on a committee to decide upon 


these claims. If gentlemen of the high professiona! distinction of Drs. 
Peirson, Johnson, Treadwell and Choate, of that city, do not open the 
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eyes of the community to the true character of the lecturer, they certainly 
will have negelected a duty. 


Soldier’s Hospital.—Orders were lately received at Savannah for fitting 
up the barracks in that city, for the reception of the sick soldiers from 
Florida. From all accounts, the loss of life from the commencement of: 
the Seminole war, has been far greater by disease than by powder and 
balls. 


Asylum for the Insane in Pennsylvania.—We learn from the Medical 
Examiner that at the last session of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
$120,000 were given for the purpose of establishing a State Insane Asy- 
lum. The Governor has appointed John K. Kane, George Rundle, and 
John W. Ashmead commissioners for building the asylum, and the follow- 
ing gentlemen trustees : Richard Rush, Dr. George McClellan, John White, 
for one year. Isaac Collins, Michael W. Ash, C. Wallace Brooks, for two 
years. Jacob Lex, Dr. R. Dunglison, James Campbell, for three years. 


Berkshire Medical Institution.—The twentieth session of the Berkshire 
Medical Institution opened on Thursday last with the most flattering pro- 
spects. From 70 to 75 young gentlemen are now in attendance, and 
others are daily arriving. There is a prospect of a larger class than has 
attended for many years. The liberal patronage given to the Institution 
shows the estimation in which it is held by an enlightened public. The 
present faculty are men highly distinguished for their attainments in 
medical science. | 


Poisoning by Acetate of Lead—Lead found in the Urine.—A young 
girl of good constitution, driven by despair to suicide, took about an ounce 
of acetate of lead in solution. She was almost immediately seized with 
collapse and syncope, and afterwards with vomiting and convulsions. 
Sugared water, sulphate of magnesia, and sulphate of soda were given, 
but she died in twenty-five hours. She voided a large quantity of urine, 
which M. Villeneuve sent to M. Orfila. Carbonized, treated by nitric acid, 
and submitted to the tests of the salts of lead, this urine afforded a sensi- 
ble quantity of lead.—Jouwrnal des Connoissances Médico-Chirurgicales.— 
British and Foreign Med. Review. : 


Antimony in the Urine.—At the sitting of the Royal Academy of Medi- 
cine, Dec. 8, 1840, M. Husson stated that he had given a scruple of tartar 
emetic to a patient affected with pneugponia in twenty-four hours. It pro- 
duced neither stools nor vomiting, atfon the urine being examined by M. 
Orfila, with Marsh’s apparatus, it afforded the antimonial stains in great 
abundance.—Archives Gén. de Médicine.—Brit. and For. Med. Review. 


Acetic Acid in Headache. By Rosert Howggp.—Some years since I 
was induced to suppose that acetic acid, if erate administered, would 
prove an efficient remedy for common headache ; and on making a trial of 
it in a severe case, which previously existed many hours, it succeeded 


completely in a very short time. I have since had many opportunities of . 
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trying it in nervous headache ; that arising from disordered stomach ; 
headache following sea-sickness ; and the too liberal use of wine. In al- 
most every case in which I have employed it, complete relief has been the 
result; and that generally in less than two hours, and after three or four 
draughts. 

In those cases in which the stomach is incommoded by offensive matter, 
it should be evacuated previously to the exhibition of the medicine. I 
have fouud that irritating the fauces has answered the purpose much bet- 
ter than giving emetics: in the greater number of cases, however, it will 
only be necessary to commence by giving—R. Acetic acid, 3j. ; com- 
pound tincture of cardamoms, simple syrup, of each, 3ss.; water, Sx. To 
be taken every twenty minntes, in the form of draught. One of the above 
draughts given early on the approach of an attack of headache, has often 
effectually warded it off.—Lancet. 


Treatment of Epilepsy by cauterization with Potash.—Dr. Fievee, de 
Jumond, has published in the Gazette des Hopitaux, some cases of epi- 
lepsy cured by severe cauterizations, and he invites the attention of prac- 
titioners to this measure, which he says he has resorted to successfully a 
number of times. 

It is well known that epilepsy has been cured by the patients falling in- 
to the fire and severely burning themselves, and we presume this fact sug- 
gested the remedy just noticed, at all events it seems to afford encourage- 
ment to try the measure. We shall notice one of Mr. F.’s cases. , 

M. B., aged 45, strong constitution, has been epileptic for fifteen years. 
The attacks usually came on two or three times a month, and the patient 
had ordinarily two in the twelve hours. 

Nineteen deep and large cauterizations made with caustic potash on the 
neck, on each side of the cervical and dorsal vertebe, in series of four 
each time and at intervals of six weeks completely cured this long-con- 
tinued and horrible disease. Three years have elapsed without a single at- 
tack to interrupt the security of the patient or the satisfaction of the physi- 
cian.— American Journal of the Medical Sciences. 


Fleet Surgeon.—Dr. G. R. B. Horner is ordered from his station at the 
Naval Asylum, Philadelphia, to the Delaware, to go out as surgeon of the 
fleet. It is not considered a hardship to be sent to sea by this class of 
i as their compensation is very considerably augmented by being 
afloat. 


Marriep,—At Charlestown, Mass., Henry Lyon. M.D.,to Miss C. M. Thompson 
daughter of Abraham Thompson, M.D. 


Dirv,—On board the U. S. Ship Pennsylvania, at Norfolk, Va., Dr. John R. 
Chandler, surgeon in the U. S. A.—In Boston, Dr. Adams Emery, 35, formerly 
of Exeter, N. H.—At Charleston, 8. C., Dr. David Sarzadas, 81. : 


born, 3. 
Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Aug. 14, 47.—Males, 22 ; Females, 25. Stillborn, 
Of consumption, 6—injuries, 1—bowel complaint, 5—fits, 7—teething, 3—jaundice, 
lung fever, 1—phthisis, 1—diarrhea, 1—hooping cough, l—scarlet fever, 1—typhus 
infantum, 1—disease of the brain, 2—smallpox, 1—old age, 1—phlebitis purpural, 1—dy ’ 
chronic hepatitis, 1—cholera morbus. 1. 
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BOYLSTON MEDICAL PRIZE QUESTIONS. 
TuE Boylston Medical Committee, appointed by the President and Fellows of Harvard University, 
consists of the fullowing physiciaus :— 


Joun C. Warren, M.D. Wa CHaAnnina, M.D. Enocu Hate, M.D. 
GeorGe C. Saatruck, M.D. Georce Haywaro, M.D. Joun Wars, M.D. 
JacuB BicELow, M.D. Joun M.D. 


At the annual meeting of the Committee, July 28, 1841, the Boylston Premium, of fifty dollars value, 
for the best Dissertation on the question—** To what extent is disease the effect of changes in the 
chemical or vital properties of the bluod ?” was awarded to J. F. W. Lane, M.D., of Boston. 

The questions fur 18:2 are, Ist—* To what extent is the human system protected from smallpox by 
inoculation with the cowpox ? Is the protection increased by re-vaccination ; and if so, under what 
circuinstances ?” 

2d. Ou the diseases of the kidney ; and the changes which occur in the appearance and composition 
of the urine, in health and in disease. 

Dissertations ou these subjects must be transmitted, post-paid, to John C. Warren, M.D., of Boston, 
on or before the first Wednesday of April, 1842. 

The following subjects are offered tur 1843 :— 

Ist. The best method of warming and ventilating rooms for preventing and curing disease. 

2u. Tie structure and diseases of the teeth, with a numerical solution of the question, Can caries 
of the teeth be retarded by mechanical processes ? 

Dissertatious on these subjects must be transmitted, as above, on or before the first Wednesday of 
April, 1843. 

The author of the successfal dissertation on either of the above subjects will be entitled to a pre- 
mium of filty dollars, or a gold medal of that value, at his option. 

Each dissertation must be accompanied by a sealed packet, on which shal] be written some device 
or sentence, and within shall be euclosed the auihor’s naine and residence. The same device or sen- 
tence is to be written on the dissertation to which the packet is attached. 

Unsaccessful dissertations are deposited with the Secretary, from whom they may be obtained if 
applied for within one year after they have been received. 

By an order adopted in 1825, the Secretary was directed to publish annually the following votes :— 

Ist. That the Board do not consider themselves as approving the doctrines contained in any of the 
dissertations to which premiuins may be adjudged. 

2d. That in case of the publication of a successful dissertation, the author is considered as bound to 
print the above vote in counection therewith. ENOCH HALE, Secretary. 

Boston, July 29, 184). A. 4—4w 


JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Session or 
TuE regular Lectures will commence on the first Monday of November. 
M.VD., Professor of Lustitutes of Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence. 
Robert M. Huston, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and General Therapeutics, 
Joseed Pancosst, M.D., Professor of General, Descriptive, and Surgica) Anatomy. 
J. K. Mircaeui, M.D., Professor of Practice of Medicine. 
Taomis D. Mutrer, M.U., Professor of Listitutes and Practice of Surgery. 
Caarves D. M.D., Protessor of Obstetrics aud Diseases of Woimen and Children. 
FrRiNKLIN Bicue, M.D., Professor of Chemistry. 

On and after the first of October, the dissecting room will be open, and the Professor of Anatomy 
will give his personal attendance thereto. Clinical instruction will likewise be given at the Dispen- 
sary of the College. 

Durivg the conrse, ample opportunities will be afforded for clinical instruction; Professors Dun- 
glison, Huston, and Parcoast being medical eiiicers of the Philadelphia Hospital; Professor Meigs of 
the Peansytvauia Hospital; and Professor Mutter, Surgeon to the Philade)phia Dispensary. 

Professor Duiiglison will lecture regularly on Clinical Medicine, and Professor Pancoast on Clinical 
Sugery, at the Philadelphia Hospital, throughout the course. 

ROBERT M. HUSTON, M D., Dean of the Faculty. 


MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE, 


Tae annual course of Lectures, for the term of 1841-2, will commence on Thursday, September 30, 
and continue sixteen weeks. : 


Chemistry and Pharmacy, by - BenJaMIN SILLIMAN, M.D. LL.D. 

Theory and Practice of Physic, by - - - - Eut Ives, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics, by - - M.D. 

Principles aud Practice of Surgery, by - - - JonaTHAN Knicut, M.D. 

Obstetrics, by - - - - Timotuy P. Beers, M.D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by - - - - CuarLes Hooker, M.D. 

Fees for a full course, $76, to be paid in advance. Abundant facilities for dissections at a very 
moderate expeuse. Graduation fee, $15. CHARLES HOOKER, Sec’ry. 

Yale College, New Haven, July 6, 184). Jy 14—tsep28 


VACCINE VIRUS. 
PuysiciaNns in any section of the United States can procure ten quills charged with Purge Vaccins 
Virus, by return mail, on addressing the Editor of the Boston Medical and Sargical Journal, enclosing 
one dollar, post paid, without which no letter will be taken from the post oilice. June 19 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 134 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom al] communications must be 
addressed, post paiu. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover, There are two 
voluines each year. J..V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a y — a 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisfactory 
ence. Pi 6 the same as for a newspaper. 
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